
What is a Phytosanitary Certificate? 

 A Phytosanitary Certificate is an official document issued by a government 

authority (usually the National Plant Protection Organization, or NPPO) to certify 

that plants, plant products, or other regulated articles meet the phytosanitary (plant 

health) requirements of the importing country. It ensures that the exported goods 

are free from pests, diseases, and other harmful organisms that could harm 

agriculture or the environment in the destination country. 

 

Why is a Phytosanitary Certificate Needed? 

A Phytosanitary Certificate is required for several important reasons: 

 Prevent Spread of Pests and Diseases: It ensures that plants, plant 

products, or regulated articles (like soil or wood) do not carry harmful pests 

or diseases that could harm agriculture or ecosystems in the importing 

country. 

 Meet Legal Requirements: Many countries mandate this certificate as part 

of their import regulations to protect their plant health. 

 Facilitate International Trade: It acts as proof that the exported goods 

comply with international phytosanitary standards, ensuring smooth customs 

clearance. 

 Protect Exporters and Importers: It reduces the risk of shipment rejection, 

destruction, or financial losses due to non-compliance. 

 

Step-by-Step Process to Obtain a Phytosanitary Certificate 

Let’s break it down into simple steps: 

Step 1: Research Import Requirements 

 Check the phytosanitary requirements of the destination country. These 

rules can vary widely. For example: 



o Some countries may require fumigation (a process to kill pests using 

chemicals). 

o Others may need heat treatment for wood packaging materials. 

 You can find this information on the website of the importing country’s 

plant protection authority or by contacting your local NPPO. 

Step 2: Prepare the Goods 

 Ensure the plants or plant products are healthy and pest-free. 

 Use approved packaging materials to prevent contamination during 

transit. 

 If required, perform treatments like fumigation or heat treatment and keep 

records of these processes. 

Step 3: Apply for the Certificate 

 Submit an application to your country’s National Plant Protection 

Organization (NPPO). This can often be done online or in person. 

 Provide details such as: 

o Exporter and importer information (names, addresses, contact details). 

o Description of the goods (type, quantity, origin, etc.). 

o Destination country. 

o Shipping details (e.g., flight or vessel number). 

Step 4: Inspection 

 An authorized inspector from the NPPO will examine the goods to ensure 

they meet the requirements. 

 The inspection may include: 

o Visual checks for pests or diseases. 

o Sampling for laboratory testing (if needed). 



o Verification of treatments (e.g., fumigation certificates). 

Step 5: Issuance of the Certificate 

 If the goods pass inspection, the NPPO will issue the Phytosanitary 

Certificate. 

 The certificate will include: 

o Details of the shipment (exporter, importer, goods description, etc.). 

o Inspection results. 

o A phytosanitary declaration confirming compliance with import 

requirements. 

o Official stamp and signature of the NPPO. 

Step 6: Attach the Certificate to the Shipment 

 The original Phytosanitary Certificate must accompany the shipment 

during export. 

 Provide a copy to the importer for customs clearance. 

 

Timeline to Obtain a Phytosanitary Certificate in India 

 

Acquisition of a Phytosanitary Certificate (PSC) in India involves several 

steps, and each of them has a time requirement of its 

own. Below is a brief timeline of the process: 

 

1. Submission of Application: 

The exporter needs to apply for the PSC at least 2-3 days in advance 

of the date of shipment for most products. Applications need to be submitted 8-10 

days in advance of the shipment date for seed shipments. 

This is to enable full checking and inspection for compliance. 

 

 



2. Preparation of Documents: 

 

Before applying, exporters need to acquire principal documents, which are: 

- Permit of importing country 

- Certificate of wildlife clearance (if required) 

- Invoice 

- Packing list 

- Shipping or airway bill 

- Letter of credit 

- Trade agreement 

- Purchase order 

- Export license 

- Fumigation certificate 

 

These documents take longer to prepare depending on the availability of 

information and liaising with other stakeholders. 

3. Inspection Process: 

After you've applied, officials of the Plant Quarantine Information System of the 

Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmer Welfare will conduct an 

inspection. This inspection typically happens 1-2 days after you've applied, but 

it's subject to their workload and schedule. 

 

4. Issuance of Phytosanitary Certificate: 

After the inspection is a success and everything 

is in accordance with phytosanitary standards, they will issue the PSC. This 

certificate will remain valid for 7 days for perishable products and 30 days for 

non-perishable products, so the exporters are obliged to dispatch within 

time once they get this certificate.  

Briefly speaking, the exporters are required to organize their work in advance to 

accommodate these time intervals well. In general, it is prudent to prepare at least 

10-15 days before the date of shipment in order to make things go smoothly. 

 



Types of Phytosanitary Certificates 

There are two main types of phytosanitary certificates: 

 Original Phytosanitary Certificate: Issued for plants or products being 

exported directly from one country to another. 

 Re-export Phytosanitary Certificate: Used when foreign-origin plants or 

products enter a country with a valid phytosanitary certificate and are then 

exported again. This document confirms compliance based on either the 

original certificate or additional inspections. 

 

Products that Require a Phytosanitary Certificate 

A Phytosanitary Certificates for Export is required for the following 

products: 

1. Plant cuttings, bulbs, and other plant parts 

2. Seeds 

3. Grains 

4. Fresh fruits and vegetables 

5. Herbs 

6. Wood and wood products 

7. Cotton 

8. Fresh-cut flowers and decorative foliage 

 

 


